
Partners in Crime 



Demographic

• Salt Lake County
• 1,190,000

• 17 Cities

• 18 Storm Water Agencies

• 18 Code Enforcement Agencies

• 66 Drinking Water Systems

• 4 POTW

• 16 Sewer Districts 

• 7000 On-site wastewater systems 

• 1 Million People
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Healthy Salt Lake County 





Partnerships 

• Healthy Salt Lake County

• Household Hazardous Waste

• Pharmaceuticals

• Stormwater Coalition

• Environmental Crime Taskforce



http://www.healthysaltlake.org

http://www.healthysaltlake.org/






Household Hazardous Waste 



HHW History 

1994 Collection Event  Household Chemicals 



HHW History 

2016

2 Processing Facilities HHW and CESQG waste 

18 Collection Event  Household Chemicals, Electronics, 
Pharmaceuticals

2 ABOP’s (Antifreeze, Batteries, Oil, Paint) 

19       Fluorescent light tubes collection points 

26 Pharmaceutical Drop off  





Pharmaceuticals



• Utah has the 5th highest rate of drug overdose deaths in the U.S.
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• Utah has the 5th highest rate of drug overdose deaths in the U.S.

• Drug poisoning deaths are the leading cause of injury related death in 
Utah (greater than deaths due to firearm, deaths due to fall, and deaths due to motor 
vehicle crash)

• Prescription pain medications are most responsible for overdose deaths in 
Utah

• Drug death rates in Salt Lake County are higher than the state and national 
averages. 

Utah’s Overdose Epidemic 



Additional Risks of Prescription Medication:

(accidental poisonings) (water quality concerns) (theft)



Permanent Disposal Sites in SLCo:



Pharmaceutical Drop Boxes 

• West Valley Public Safety Building

• Millcreek

• West Valley - West Sub Station

• Murray City Police Station

• Riverton City UPD Precinct

• Salt Lake

• Magna Sheriff Substation

• Taylorsville Police Department

• Midvale Police Department

• Cottonwood Heights Sheriff

• Salt Lake City Pioneer Precinct

• Herriman Sheriff Substation

• Sandy City Police Department

• Holladay Sheriff Substation

• South Salt Lake Police Station

• Kearns Sheriff Substation

• South Jordan Police Station



Intermountain Health Care 

• Cottonwood Pharmacy

• Salt Lake Clinic Pharmacy

• Intermountain Medical

• Center Pharmacy

• Sandy Clinic Pharmacy

• Southridge Pharmacy

• Taylorsville Clinic

• LDS Outpatient Pharmacy

• 8th Avenue & C Street

• Memorial Clinic Pharmacy

• Primary Children’s Hospital



“Utah Community Level Prescription Drug 

Overdose Prevention and Intervention Grant”



Utah included in Walgreens “Safe Medication Disposal Kiosk 
Program” and “Naloxone Program”



Exploring Other Avenues of Disposal: 





Stormwater Coalition

http://www.stormwatercoalition.org/
http://www.stormwatercoalition.org/


We all Live Down Stream 



Salt Lake County Stormwater Coalition



7th Annual Water Fair  at Hogle Zoo 

2013 

2,000 4th grade students 

300 adult chaperones

2014, 

3,200 students 

500 adult

5,200 guests 





Stormwater Pollution Prevention Outreach

 CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENT 

 PROCESSORS

 Scrap Metal 

 AUTO

 RESIDENTAL -SERVICES (DIY)

 DUMPSTER OVERFLOW-
DUMPSTER JUICE 

 SOURCE PROTECTION

 SPECIAL EVENTS 

 STORMWATER



Environmental Crime Taskforce

“Reduce the incidence of environmental pollution in Salt Lake County by 
using enhanced criminal and civil enforcement made possible through 

public and agency awareness and training.”



Task Force Participants

• Storm Water Agencies
• Municipal Public Works
• Police, Sheriff
• Code Enforcement
• County Flood Control
• Municipal Attorneys and Prosecutors
• Utah Department of Agriculture & Food
• Local Planning and Zoning
• Utah Division of Occupational Licensing
• Utah Adult Protective Services

http://health.utah.gov/index.html
http://health.utah.gov/index.html
http://www.co.utah.ut.us/Dept/Sheriff/Index.asp
http://www.co.utah.ut.us/Dept/Sheriff/Index.asp
http://slcpd.com/
http://slcpd.com/


• Permitted Facilities

• Follow-up Inspection

• Informal Meeting

• Immediate Compliance 
Orders 

• Suspension 

• Revocation

• Regulation, no permit
• Warning Letters

• Notice of Violation (Order)

• Close Property

• Court Orders

• CRIMINAL 
• Class B Misdemeanors 

• Felonies

Enforcement Options



Examples of Environmental Crimes
• Concrete Wastewater Discharge 

• Carpet Cleaners Discharge

• Restaurant Grease & Wastewater

• Auto Shops (Cleaning wastewater)

• Oil Lube Businesses

• Chemical Applicators



• Concrete

• Carpet Cleaners

• Restaurant Grease & Wastewater

• Auto Shops (Cleaning wastewater)

• Oil Lube Businesses

• Chemical Applicators

Common Notices of Violation (NOVs)



Liquid Waste Haulers

Unlawful Discharge
Human Waste into 
Field



Herriman, Utah





Plea Deal

• Two 3rd Degree Felonies

• Penalty of $9,941

• Prepare Pollution Prevention 
Plan



Updated permit requirements: “Liquid waste 
hauler” bonding/insurance

• Used oil haulers must have 
“pollution liability” coverage

• All haulers must have “commercial 
general liability” and “commercial 
auto liability”

• All except used oil haulers must 
have financial assurance  (a.k.a. 
bond)

EQAC 9-10-14



• Response

• Violation of Hazardous Waste 
Laws (Criminal)

• Exposure

Mercury Response and Risks



Grease Trap Over Flows



Restaurant Grease Discharge



Processing Facilities & Landfills



Carpet Cleaner Code Enforcement



Permitting addition: “Mobile cleaners”

• Issues with mobile cleaners
• Discharges: wastewater and other

• Ground and surface water contamination

EQAC 9-10-14



Taylorsville Waste Discharge

Penalty Pollution Prevention Plan



Environmental Crimes Training



Environmental Crimes Participants

• District Attorneys

• Health Department

• Municipal Code Enforcement

• Fire

• Police

• DCFS

• Division Wildlife Resources

• Department of Corrections

• Flood Control

• Water Reclamation Facility

• Department Agriculture and Food

• Division Occupational Professional 
Licensing

• DEQ

• Storm Water

• U.S. Air Force Criminal Investigations

• Division Forestry, Fire, and State Lands

• U of U Environmental Health

• OSHA



• Take Photos

• Stop Discharge if possible

• Take Photos

• Get License Plate Number

• Take Photos

• Name of Individual or Business

• Take Photos

• Call ER Line (801) 580-6681

• Take Photos

• Document Observations

What to do if you see a discharge?



2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

D.A. Assigned Cases 17 124 125 215 242 237

Environmental Felony Crimes 0 0 4 0 5 8

Environmental Class A Misdemeanor

Crimes

0 0 0 5 3 5

Environmental Class B Misdemeanor

Crimes

0 0 3 3 8 13

Pending Criminal Actions 4

Health Department Daytime Call-Outs
166 152 157 133 195 156

Health Department After Hours Call-Outs
67 76 68 68 91 76

Health Department After Hours Consults
150 139 117 117 155 137

Meth Closures
89 123 167 177 242 176

Health Department Notices of Violation
23 29 24 19 16 34

NOV Penalty
$59,893 $127,262 $71,928 $47,263 $28,799 $141,524

Penalty Held in Abeyance
$8,833 $39,076 $18,660 $3,166 $3832.00 $18,694

Trainings
35 35 30



Unitech
EPA & Salt Lake County Investigator
• HVAC Fabricating Company

• POTW Discharge Permit

• Monthly Wastewater Sampling

• Improper Sampling/No Sampling

• Falsified e-mails, results, documents, 
and electronic signatures 

• Result:

• 5—Felony Counts

• Plea to one Felony & 3 Class “A”

• External Sampling Port

• Central Valley Sewer—Notice of 
Violation



Multi-county task force



Public Awareness

• Nights Out Against Crime

• Watershed Symposium

• Community Meetings

• IMC

• Fashion Place Mall

• University of Utah Law School

• Looping DVD



Teresa Gray, LEHS 

Bureau Manager, Water Quality and Hazardous Waste

Salt Lake County Health Department Waste

tgray@slco.org

Phone 385-468-3903

mailto:tgray@slco.org




What Next? 

EQAC 9-10-14



Permitting addition: “Automobile dismantling 
yards”

• Issues related to auto dismantlers
• Discharges of auto fluids

• Fires and air pollution

• Ground and surface water 
contamination

EQAC 9-10-14



Permitting addition: “Scrap metal processing 
facilities”

• Issues related to scrap metal processors
• Physical hazards to people and vehicles
• Hazardous waste generation potential
• Discharges of auto and other fluids
• Ground and surface water contamination

EQAC 9-10-14



EQAC 9-10-14










